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Abstract:

This research aims to investigate the changing landscape of higher education in India and
how it aligns with the goal of "Viksit Bharat" (developed India) by the year 2047. This
research aims to give insights into the trajectory of higher education in India and its possible
contributions to the envisioned socio-economic change. This will be accomplished by
examining present trends and identifying upcoming prospects. The primary areas of
concentration are the establishment of educational policy, the creation of curricula, the
incorporation of technology applications, research and innovation, international partnerships,
and inclusive access. This study aims to provide policymakers, educators, and stakeholders
with information on strategic paths for progressing higher education in India towards the
future envisioned by conducting a complete assessment of literature, policy documents, and

empirical data.
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Introduction:

Since India gained its independence, the country's higher education system has undergone
substantial development, and it now includes more than 42,000 colleges and more than 1,000
institutions. India boasts the world's third-largest system of higher education institutions. It
provides extensive instruction in nearly every field of study. If India wants to become a
student-centred global education superpower, it has to upgrade its university system.
Nevertheless, India must first divide its long-term objective into shorter, more manageable
goals to accomplish this remarkable feat. Moreover, the "five-year plans" aimed at making
India a significant player in global education are outlined in this text. The Indian government
has launched the National Education Policy 2020, a substantial and innovative program;
however, additional work is needed to improve the accessibility, quality, and reputation of
India's higher education system. To make India the go-to destination for higher education, we
must take deliberate action to highlight that the country provides top-notch education for a
fraction of the cost of wealthy nations. If we are successful, India will become the preferred
destination for international students seeking a university degree. If India wants to reach its
higher education targets by 2047, it must first reorganize its HEIs to facilitate a robust and
student-centred environment. The new policies should narrow the educational achievement
gap with the average Indian, who is no longer content to be limited by traditional, time-
limited degrees. Learning new skills must be a required part of any college or university
degree program. The benefit to students would be that they could set their learning goals and
quickly progress through the material. As we work to reorganize higher education, all parties
involved must prioritize students' needs above everything else. By leveraging the assets of its
higher education system and addressing areas that demand change, India can efficiently cater
to the requirements of its students as well as recruit students from other countries. In the field
of higher education on a global scale, India has the potential to become a significant player in

international competition.
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Present Scenario of HE in India:

To comprehend the country's future, it is important to examine the prevailing patterns and
obstacles in Indian higher education. A discernible pattern is an increasing need for
postsecondary education due to an ageing population and a growing recognition of the
importance of education for future employment opportunities. As a result, the number of
schools and the enrollment of students has increased significantly in recent years. But this
quick expansion has also brought up a lot of issues that need to be resolved. One such
difficulty is the quality of education, as high standards of instruction and learning have not
always been prioritized in favour of quantity. Concerns over graduates' employability and

preparedness to satisfy market expectations have arisen.

Furthermore, there exists a notable discrepancy in the accessibility of higher education, where
underprivileged people and rural locations encounter obstacles concerning resources,
opportunities, and infrastructure. The absence of a research and innovation culture in Indian
higher education institutions is another urgent problem that makes it difficult for the nation to
compete internationally and make scientific advances. Higher education institutions also have
difficulties with finance and governance since many find it difficult to preserve their
autonomy and acquire sufficient funding. To address these trends and problems, a
comprehensive strategy prioritizes raising educational standards, expanding access and
fairness, encouraging research and innovation, and assuring sustainable finance and efficient
governance. Higher education in India can only fully realize its promise as a catalyst for social

and economic advancement via such endeavours.
Role of HEISs in Viksit Bharat Vision and its Significance:

The idea of Vision 2047 greatly influences the future of higher education in India. It
functions as a road map that describes the long-term objectives and aspirations of the
industry, directing strategic planning and policy choices. A new higher education
environment that is inclusive, competitive on a global scale, and sensitive to the shifting
demands of the economy and society is what Vision 2047 aims to achieve. It highlights the

value of a top-notch education that gives pupils the abilities and information they need to
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thrive in the twenty-first century. Furthermore, Vision 2047 acknowledges the necessity of
more research and innovation and the value of cooperation between government, business,
and academia. Indian higher education may experience a revolutionary journey that solves
present difficulties and primes the sector for future possibilities and breakthroughs by

coordinating efforts towards attaining Vision 2047.
Current Trends in Indian Higher Education
How HEIs Play Crucial Role in India?

An important factor in India's development and progress is higher education. It advances
national advancement and provides people with the information and abilities needed to
succeed in their chosen industries. Innovation, R&D, and the creation of a trained labour
force capable of propelling economic growth depend on a robust higher education system.
Higher education institutions also contribute to the social and cultural fabric of the nation by
acting as centres for innovative thinking, intellectual discussion, and cross-cultural exchange.
Furthermore, higher education is essential in reducing inequality by fostering chances for
upward social mobility and closing the gap between various socioeconomic groups. Investing
in and reforming India's higher education system is crucial to securing a prosperous and

inclusive future for the country.
Increase in enrollment rates and demand for higher education:

The notable rise in enrolment rates and the rising demand for higher education are two
contemporary trends in Indian higher education. The number of students applying to colleges
and universities has increased dramatically. Numerous causes, including the growing
population, rising expectations, and increased knowledge of the value of education, might be
blamed for this spike in enrollment. Consequently, higher education institutions are
confronted with managing an increased student body while maintaining high standards of

instruction and facilities.
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The emergence of online and remote learning platforms has offered a possible remedy for this
issue. With these platforms' ease and flexibility, students may pursue their education from
any global location. Technology has made online education more participatory and
interesting, providing a greater choice of courses and degree programs. In addition to
increasing access to education, this has given those who would not have been able to attend
conventional brick-and-mortar colleges additional options. Additionally, because it does not
require physical classrooms and saves on overhead, online learning has shown to be
economical for both students and institutions. But even with all of its benefits, there are

drawbacks to online learning.

The absence of in-person interactions between teachers and students is one issue. Even while
discussion boards and video conferencing are common communication tools offered by
online platforms, it can be challenging to duplicate the same degree of interaction and one-
on-one connection in a traditional classroom. Students may find it more difficult to clarify
things, ask questions, and get answers immediately. Moreover, there are two sides to the
flexibility of online education. It enables people to learn at their convenience and speed but
also necessitates self-control and time management abilities. Some students might find it
difficult to maintain their motivation and keep up with their assignments without the structure

and responsibility of a typical classroom setting.

Online learning platforms that provide a broad range of courses and certificates have become
increasingly popular due to the growing emphasis on interdisciplinary studies and skill-based
education. This enables people to customize their education to fit their interests and job
aspirations. Furthermore, people who would not have had access to traditional educational
institutions such as those who live in distant places or have physical disabilities—now have
more chances because of online learning. Additionally, it has given people a platform for
lifelong learning because they may always learn new things throughout their lifetimes. But
it's critical to understand that there isn't a one-size-fits-all approach to online learning. Not
every student will benefit from it; others could do better in a conventional classroom setting.
In the end, some variables, such as the calibre of the course material, the teachers' assistance

and direction, and the student's personal drive and commitment to their studies, determine
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how effective online learning is. On the other hand, many people can benefit from the

flexibility and accessibility that online learning offers.
Opportunities in Indian Higher Education:

Opportunities in Indian higher education have significantly risen due to the government's
policies and financing supporting the education sector's expansion. This expansion has
increased the range of courses and programs provided along with the number of universities
and colleges. Students may now follow their interests and inclinations with so many subjects
and disciplines available. Furthermore, the focus on innovation and research has given
students additional opportunities to work on cutting-edge initiatives and advance their
professions. As a result, Indian higher education is drawing students from all over the world

and gaining recognition on a worldwide basis.

In Indian higher education, working with foreign universities and organizations on research
and exchange initiatives has also become standard. Students' academic experiences are
improved by this partnership, which also promotes an inclusive and varied learning
environment. Students are exposed to various viewpoints and methodologies by collaborating
with academics and researchers from other nations, which deepens their grasp of the subject
matter they have selected. Furthermore, these collaborations frequently result in collaborative
research initiatives and publications, solidifying India's position as a centre for innovative and

cutting-edge research.

An additional crucial component of Indian higher education is incorporating technology to
enhance instruction and learning quality. Universities are integrating digital tools and
platforms into their curricula to improve student engagement and enable individualized
learning as a result of the fast improvements in technology. Through this integration, students
may work with classmates and faculty members from anywhere in the world and access
educational materials. It also allows teachers to use cutting-edge teaching strategies to create
engaging and dynamic learning environments, such as virtual reality and online simulations.
In addition to preparing students for the digital era, technology utilization in higher education

gives them vital abilities that employers greatly value.
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Vision 2047: Shaping the Future of Higher Education:

In recent years, several structural and policy-level changes have occurred in the Indian higher
education sector. The higher education ecosystem must recognize and seize underlying
possibilities and adjust to shifting trends to expand and create world-class capabilities. The
potential and current trends in our higher education environment are shown below. Here are a
few recent developments and changes in our higher education environment that you may use

to promote creativity and future success.
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020:

The 34-year-old National Policy on Education of 1986 is being overhauled by the first
education policy of the twenty-first century, National Education Policy 2020. It seeks to

effect radical adjustments.
Policy Vision

As they grow intellectually, emotionally, spiritually, and physically, the policy aims to foster
in pupils a deep sense of Indian pride so that they can become contributing members of
society worldwide. Because of this, they will learn to take responsibility and will be able to
make long-term decisions that benefit everyone. The reforms outlined in India's National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aim to make the country's educational system, including its
higher education system, world-class by the year 2040.

The strategy sets new, ambitious goals for India's higher education sector, sensibly

emphasizing important elements like -
> Creating a fair and welcoming learning environment for every student.

> Developing an educational system that is accessible to everyone and serves every
student individually, regardless of age, gender, passion, interests, strengths, or

weaknesses.

> The calibre of colleges and institutions.
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> Consolidation and reform of institutions.

> Multidisciplinary education that is holistic and offers the best possible learning

environment and student assistance.
> Skilled and driven faculty members.
> Career education.
> Superior scholarly investigations by the National Research Foundation.
> The Indian HEI leadership, governance, and regulatory framework.

Consequently, NEP 2020 is a noteworthy initiative by the Indian government to equip
students for the dynamic global environment. It seeks to promote critical thinking abilities

and holistic development.

Key educational stakeholders have a significant opportunity with NEP 2020 to adopt
significant changes to the policy that will ensure the highest standards of quality, equity, and

integrity from elementary to higher education levels.
Demand for digital skills and non-conventional courses:

India is become a global leader in digital projects and innovations across many industries,
including education. The students are increasingly demanding more topic options and
flexible, creative pedagogy. Due to the increasing demand for workers in these fields, more
Indian students are increasingly pursuing basic and emergent digital skills like programming
and cloud computing. Furthermore, many students are enrolling in courses that emphasize
digital integration and abilities, such as design thinking, advertising, banking and finance,
freelancing, affiliate marketing, etc., to expand their knowledge and advance their jobs. To

maintain competitiveness in the ever-evolving employment environment of today.

According to NASSCOM research, there is a glaring shortage of workers with digital skills
compared to supply.
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Ten years ago, things were quite different in India. Not many students pursued specialized
degrees in areas like public policy, urban planning, automation, cyber security, filmmaking,
fashion design, entrepreneurship, etc., and these subjects were still being created. But now
that they know the growing trend, Indian HEIs are including these courses in their regular
curricula. The largest trend in higher education is the ever-increasing desire for non-
traditional courses like skill-based and vocational courses that address real-world issues and
provide students credibility to qualify for particular jobs. In addition, many private companies
are retraining current employees using modern technology and methods to maximize the use
of human resources. This strategy is necessary for businesses to maintain competitiveness in

today's quickly changing labour market.
Rise in virtual learning and the increased role of technology in higher education:

Over the past several years, the Indian higher education system has seen a considerable
increase in online courses. Students are increasingly gravitating toward online resources to
expand their skill sets and take advantage of more promising job opportunities, thanks to the
widespread availability of e-learning. As policymakers and HEIs in India are beginning to see
the many benefits of digital education, including personalized instruction and easier access,
this sector is ripe with opportunity. Many colleges and universities now have degree
programs that may be completed entirely online, which proves this. One example is the
online Bachelor of Science degree in Data Science and Programming offered by IIT Madras.
Another is the collaboration between IIM Bangalore and edX, which made IIM Bangalore the
first Indian management school to offer MOOCs. The target of 50% GER in Indian higher
education might be achieved largely by adding 34 million additional students to the system
by 2035, thanks to the increasing popularity and acceptability of virtual learning.

Improving overall GER:

The Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) is a common metric for evaluating the educational
accessibility of a nation. To determine the accessibility of education, GER uses the enrollment
rates of various age groups as a percentage of the population in the 18-23 age bracket. With

just 25 universities and 700 colleges nationwide in 19476, India has made enormous strides in
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higher education since gaining independence. It will be one of the biggest higher education
systems in the world by 2022, with over a thousand institutions and forty thousand colleges.
The anticipated increase in student enrollment is a direct result of the proliferation of new
educational institutions. This has led to an incredible rise of almost 25% in just 70 years, going
from 1% in 1950 to over 27% in 20207. Those involved in India's university system have a
fantastic opportunity to increase capacity by using digital and physical assets better.
Scholarships, accessibility, high-quality, and industry-accepted education are some ways that
Indian universities are trying to attract students and boost enrollment so that they may reach
their goal of a 50% GER by 2035. The Indian government must continue executing digital and
physical programs like the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA), which has helped
boost the country's GDP to above 25%. The eventual outcome would be an economically

robust and educationally advanced populace.
Collaboration between formal education institutions and ed-tech providers:

Due to lockdowns imposed during COVID-19, traditional in-person teaching and learning
methods ended abruptly. However, the Ed-Tech industry in India played a significant role in
ensuring that students continued to study and grow via digital solutions. India has been
reclassified as the global hub for education technology, and digital learning solutions are a
vital component of the country's educational landscape. In the ed-tech space, the public sector
serves as an enabler and facilitator while the private sector continuously innovates. This
allows HEIs and ed-tech companies to collaborate and implement digital solutions across an

institution's educational value chain to increase operational efficiency.

Through this partnership, digital learning platforms specifically tailored to individual
educational institutions' requirements may be created. Additionally, integrating digital
technologies can improve the affordability and accessibility of education, particularly in rural
regions with limited access to traditional educational infrastructure. Using technology, ed-
tech businesses and higher education institutions can do more than improve teaching and
student outcomes; they can also help eliminate digital barriers and move inclusive education

forward. Think about the impact that Vision 2047 could have on India's university system and
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how digital technology could help achieve the goals outlined in the plan. There could be a
dramatic shift in the availability and quality of education in India due to the government's
Vision 2047 initiative to reform the country's higher education system. This vision aims to
close the gap between urban and rural regions, expand access to high-quality education, and
improve students' overall learning experiences using digital technology. With technology
developing so quickly, there are countless ways that higher education may be changed.
Digital solutions allow the establishment of a more customized and inclusive learning

environment, ranging from virtual reality classrooms to online learning platforms.
The Role of Stakeholders in Achieving the Vision 2047:

Stakeholders are essential to realize this ambition of using digital technologies to
revolutionize higher education. These stakeholders include government agencies, IT firms,
educational establishments, teachers, and students. Digital technology must be embraced by
educational institutions and incorporated into their curricula and instructional strategies. To
guarantee that instructors and students have the resources and tools to traverse the digital
world successfully, they must invest in infrastructure, training courses, and other related
initiatives. Government agencies must also encourage and oversee the use of digital
technologies in the classroom. To promote the use of technology in colleges and universities,
they might offer financial support, policy recommendations, and incentives. Technology
businesses are essential in creating cutting-edge and intuitive digital learning tools and
platforms. Their knowledge and cooperation with educational establishments may facilitate

the development of successful and captivating digital learning experiences.

On the other hand, teachers must modify their methods to use digital materials and
technologies in the classroom. They must be given support and training to use technology to
improve their teaching strategies successfully and include students in the learning process.
Finally, it is the students' responsibility to embrace digital solutions and seize the
opportunities they present. They must take the initiative to look for online materials, engage
in online debates and activities, and use technology to enhance their education. By working

together, these parties may help achieve the objective of a higher education system that

Volume 9, Special Issue 2, March 2024

A Virtual Conference in Amrit Kaal on “Viksit Bharat@2047” Page No. 1695




Vidhyayana - ISSN 2454-8596

e / An International Multidisciplinary Peer-Reviewed E-Journal
e www.vidhyayanaejournal.org
l'-_-v By Mr'u‘ '. Indexed in: Crossref, ROAD & Google Scholar

technology strengthens.
Challenges and Solutions:

While there are many advantages to using technology in higher education, certain issues must
be resolved for it to be used successfully. The opposition to change that administrators and
faculty members may exhibit is one of the biggest obstacles. Some may be reluctant to use
new technology because they are unfamiliar or afraid of upsetting traditional teaching
techniques. Concerns over the dependability and security of digital platforms can also exist,
as well as the possibility of a rise in workload due to the need to learn new technologies and

manage online resources.

It is essential to give teachers and staff thorough training and assistance to overcome these
obstacles. Workshops, tutorials, and continuous professional development opportunities that
centre on the efficient integration of technology into education can be examples of this.
Teachers can acquire the confidence and abilities needed to use digital technologies in their

teaching methods by addressing concerns and offering advice.

Ensuring that all pupils have equal access to technology and digital resources is another
problem. Some students might not have access to dependable personal devices or internet
connections, which could make it difficult for them to participate in online learning activities.
Institutions might solve this problem by offering computer laboratories on campus or lending
programs for underprivileged students. Furthermore, collaborations with nearby libraries or
community centers might be formed to give kids who might not have access to them at home

access to technological resources.

Additionally, it is important to encourage pupils' digital literacy. While many students could
be adept at utilizing technology for leisure, they might not have the knowledge and abilities
to use digital tools and navigate websites for educational reasons. Institutions can provide
seminars or courses in digital literacy that educate students to assess online content critically,
use digital platforms to collaborate with peers, and effectively convey their ideas via digital

media.
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In conclusion, cooperation and assistance from various stakeholders are necessary to
implement a digitally improved higher education system. It takes a ready attitude toward
change and the right training for administrators and faculty to incorporate technology into
their teaching methods successfully. Conversely, students must take the initiative to look for
online materials and use technology to enhance their education. Higher education institutions
may provide a learning environment that uses technology to improve instruction and include
students in the learning process by tackling issues including resistance to change, equitable

access, and digital literacy.
Conclusion:

This study report concludes by emphasizing how crucial it is to use technology in higher
education to improve instruction and include students in the learning process. It highlights
how important academic staff members are to have the right guidance and assistance when
integrating technology into their lesson plans. Students should also actively participate in
finding digital materials and using technology to enhance their education. Higher education
institutions may establish a digitally literate, friendly learning environment by tackling issues
including resistance to change, equal access, and digital literacy. Overall, this study
emphasizes how technology may revolutionize higher education and the necessity of ongoing

efforts to accept and adjust to new technological developments.

To effectively use the potential of technology, it is imperative to highlight the role that Vision
2047 will play in revolutionizing higher education in India. Higher education institutions may
stay at the forefront of technological innovation by ensuring their plans and goals align with
Vision 2047. By doing this, they will be able to better prepare students for the future by
giving them the digital skills they need and by creating a learning environment that supports
those talents. To ensure that no student is left behind in the digital era, Vision 2047 may also

act as a framework for overcoming obstacles and encouraging fair access to technology.
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Higher education institutions stand to gain much in the long run by realizing Vision 2047.
First, they'll be able to turn out graduates who are highly skilled in their subjects and
extremely flexible in the ever-evolving digital environment. Employers will find them
desirable, increasing their chances of landing lucrative jobs. Achieving Vision 2047 will also
establish these universities as leaders in innovation and technology, drawing top talent and
encouraging partnerships with business executives. As a result, the institutions' standing and
competitiveness will grow, resulting in more money and resources. In the end, the
accomplishment of Vision 2047 will be advantageous to individual institutions and society's

general advancement and growth.
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