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Abstract: 

The Mahabharata is considered the fifth Veda in Indian culture, written by Maharishi Vyasa. 

It is often said, “What’s not in the Mahabharata is not in life.” Its narrative weaves together 

complex themes such as duty, morality, righteousness, and the eternal battle between good 

and evil. The Mahabharata serves as a moral and philosophical guide, offering timeless 

lessons that continue to shape the ethical fabric of Indian society. Characters like Arjuna, 

Krishna, Karna, and Bhishma are revered for their wisdom and embody ideas that resonate 

with generations.  

Karna is one of the most complex and compelling characters in the Mahabharata. This 

research paper explores the theme of generosity in Karna’s character. Through the analysis of 

specific instances in the epic, it highlights Karna’s consistent acts of kindness and 

selflessness, even in the face of adversity. By examining the impact of his generosity on other 

characters and the overall narrative, this paper sheds light on Karna’s enduring legacy as a 

symbol of generosity and compassion in Indian mythology. Karna’s unwavering commitment 

to helping others and his readiness to sacrifice even his own possessions for the welfare of 

others earn him the title of “Danveer,” or the foremost in generosity. 
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In today’s world, there is a noticeable shortage of generosity. This means people aren’t as 

willing to help others or share what they have. Firstly, there is a lot of pressure to succeed 

individually, which can make people less ready to give to others. Secondly, there is a big gap 

between the rich and the poor, which can make those with less feel like they can’t afford to 

be generous. 

In the epic Mahabharata, there was a character who is also considered the face of generosity: 

Karna. Karna’s generosity is often depicted as selfless giving without expecting anything in 

return. Despite knowing that his generous acts might lead to personal disadvantages or even 

harm, he consistently chooses to help others. Karna’s generosity requires courage, as he often 

goes against social norms or criticism for helping others. Despite being a formidable warrior 

and possessing great power, Karna remains humble in his acts of generosity. Karna’s 

generosity is also driven by his sense of duty and honor. This paper explores the quality of 

generosity in Karna through different stories from the Mahabharata. 

Background of Karna 

In the epic Mahabharata, several births are shrouded in mystery and occur in unnatural or 

superhuman ways. Karna’s birth, as the son of Kunti, is one such mysterious birth. Born to 

Kunti, the mother of the Pandavas, through her invocation of the sun god Surya before her 

marriage, Karna is raised by a charioteer and his wife. He grows up unaware of his royal 

lineage until later in life. Despite being the eldest Pandava, Karna is raised as the son of a 

charioteer and faces discrimination due to his low birth. 

Karna excels in various skills, including archery, martial arts, and scholarship. He becomes a 

loyal friend and ally to Duryodhana, the eldest of the Kauravas after Duryodhana recognizes 

his abilities. Despite his virtuous character and remarkable abilities, Karna suffers a tragic 

fate due to his association with Duryodhana and his adherence to his word, even when it 

leads to his downfall. 
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Instances of Generosity 

"Mahabharata" contains numerous stories that showcase Karna's generosity. He is renowned 

for this virtue, to the extent that even Lord Krishna had no hesitation in acknowledging it. In 

this paper, I have chosen three prominent stories that illustrate Karna's generosity in 

"Mahabharata." 

In the first story, a conversation between Lord Krishna and Arjuna occurs in which the Lord 

praises Karna's generosity. To convince Arjuna, Lord Krishna creates a huge mountain of 

gold with his powers and then instructs both Arjuna and Karna to give away the gold in such 

a manner that nothing should be left by the end of the day. Karna's generosity is demonstrated 

by his open-handed approach to giving, unlike Arjuna, who attempts to distribute the gold 

himself. Karna encourages people to take as much as they want. This reflects Karna’s belief 

in empowering others to fulfill their needs without restraint, emphasizing his commitment to 

assisting without conditions or limitations, showcasing selfless and abundant generosity. 

In the second story, Lord Krishna praises Karna's generosity, prompting Arjuna to counter 

by stating that his brother Yudhishthira was equally generous. The next day, they both 

approach Yudhishthira and Karna, asking for wood. However, Yudhishthira does not fulfill 

their request. Karna's generosity is exemplified in this story by his willingness to sacrifice 

personal comfort and possessions for the welfare of others, fulfilling a request for help. By 

cutting the legs of his own bed to provide wood for construction, Karna demonstrates deep 

empathy and compassion towards those in need. This act underscores Karna’s readiness to 

make personal sacrifices, even at the expense of his own comfort, showcasing a profound 

commitment to serving others selflessly. 

Another famous story of Karna's generosity takes place during the Kurukshetra War. Lord 

Indra approaches Karna, disguised as a Brahmin, and requests Karna’s golden kavach (armor) 

and kundal (earrings), which he had received as a blessing at birth and was wearing them, 

rendering him unconquerable. This final story underscores Karna’s unparalleled generosity 

through his willingness to give away his most prized possessions—the divine armor and 

earrings—despite the immense personal cost. Despite knowing that these items ensured his 
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invincibility in battle, Karna chooses to donate them to Indra, who is disguised as a Brahmin. 

This act demonstrates Karna's unwavering commitment to helping others, even at the expense 

of his own safety and well-being, showcasing his sacrificial nature. 

Legacy and lessons for today’s generation from Karna’s Generosity 

दातÓयिमित यĥानं दीयतेऽनपुकाåरणे | 

दशेे काले च पाýे च तĥानं सािßवकं Öमतृम ्|| 

(Bhagavad Gita: Chapter 17, Verse 20) 

Charity given to a worthy person simply because it is right to give, without consideration of 

anything in return, at the proper time and in the proper place, is stated to be in the mode of 

goodness. 

Karna’s generosity in the epic Mahabharata offers a profound legacy and timeless lessons for 

today’s generation. His selfless acts of giving, despite personal sacrifice, resonate with 

enduring virtues that can inspire and guide individuals in contemporary society. Karna’s 

unwavering commitment to selfless giving, even at the cost of his own well-being, highlights 

the enduring importance of prioritizing the needs of others above personal gain. Today’s 

generation can learn the value of altruism and selflessness, fostering a spirit of generosity and 

empathy toward those in need. Karna’s willingness to part with his most prized possessions, 

such as his divine armor and earrings, exemplifies the significance of making sacrifices for 

the greater good. His sacrificial nature serves as a timeless reminder for individuals today to 

consider the impact of their actions on others and be willing to make personal sacrifices to 

support those in need. 

Karna’s generosity was rooted in deep compassion and empathy for the suffering of others. 

His example encourages today’s generation to cultivate a greater sense of empathy and 

compassion, fostering a more caring and supportive society that values the well-being of all 

individuals. Despite facing personal challenges and discrimination, Karna’s generosity 

remained unwavering. His resilience in the face of adversity serves as a motivation for 
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individuals today to navigate their own challenges with determination and continue to engage 

in acts of kindness and generosity, regardless of the obstacles they face. 

Karna’s acts of generosity were marked by humility and a lack of attachment to material 

possessions. His humble nature inspires individuals today to consider the importance of 

modesty in giving and the value of supporting others without seeking recognition or personal 

gain. Karna’s decision to give generously, even when it required personal sacrifice, 

demonstrates immense courage. His courageous generosity can motivate individuals to 

exhibit bravery in their own acts of giving, inspiring them to extend support and kindness in 

the face of adversity and uncertainty. Karna’s generosity was unconditional, lacking any 

expectations of reciprocity or personal gain. His example encourages individuals today to 

consider the importance of providing unconditional support for those in need, fostering a 

spirit of generosity that transcends any limitations or conditions. 

The legacy of Karna’s generosity, as portrayed in the Mahabharata, leaves a profound impact 

on today’s generation, offering enduring lessons that emphasize the importance of 

selflessness, sacrifice, compassion, resilience, humility, courage, and unconditional giving. 

By embracing these timeless virtues, individuals can be inspired to embody the spirit of 

Karna’s generosity, contributing to the creation of a more empathetic, supportive, and 

generous society. 

Someone truly said that, 

Karna’s greatness lied not in his abilities, but in his generosity towards others. 

In conclusion, this research paper on Karna’s generosity highlights its enduring significance 

as a timeless example of selflessness and compassion. Through an examination of three 

stories, it uncovers the depth of Karna’s humanitarianism and its impact on individual 

character.

Some theories suggest that Lord Krishna created Karna to show the world the true meaning 

of sacrifice, and how one should accept their fate. Despite bad luck or bad times, he 

continued to believe in spirituality, generosity, humanity, dignity, and self-respect, and 
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remained respectful towards his loved ones. All his life, Karna was shamed and humiliated, 

not just by other characters, but also by fate itself. He was abandoned by his own mother, yet 

he never stopped learning, never stopped fighting, and never stopped being a loyal friend to 

Duryodhana. 

He never refused to stand up for what he believed in – Dharma. Most importantly, he never 

stopped giving. He gave away his most valuable possessions upon request, even though he 

knew how cruel fate was. So, the research paper underscores the timeless relevance of 

Karna’s generosity, serving as a beacon of light in our quest for a more compassionate and 

equitable society. By honoring his legacy and emulating his example, we can strive to make 

the world a better place for generations to come. 

Thus, the paper concludes that Whether the storm means surviving in difficult times and 

living one’s life with humanity, generosity, and dignity, just like Karna. 
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